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What is a Lawyer?

A lawyer is a licensed professional who advises and represents individuals, businesses, or government entities in
legal matters. Lawyers act as advocates, advisors, and negotiators to protect their clients' rights and interests.

Advocate
Represents clients in courts and tribunals,

presenting arguments and evidence

Advisor
Provides legal counsel to individuals and
organizations on rights and obligations

Negotiator
Mediates disputes and negotiates

settlements on behalf of clients

Why Choose Law as a Career?
High social prestige and respect in society
Diverse career paths — litigation, corporate, judiciary, academia
Intellectually challenging and financially rewarding
Opportunity to serve justice and make a societal impact



Types of Law Specializations

Criminal Law

Prosecution & defense of criminal cases

Civil Law

Property, contracts, family disputes

Corporate Law

Business mergers, compliance, governance

Constitutional Law

Fundamental rights & constitutional matters

Tax Law

Direct & indirect taxation, compliance

Intellectual Property

Patents, trademarks, copyrights

Cyber Law

Digital crimes, data protection, IT Act

Environmental Law

Pollution control, conservation laws

Note: You can specialize during LLM or through practice experience after LLB.



Eligibility Criteria & Educational Path

Educational Pathway

10+2
(Any Stream)

Min 45-50%

▶
Law Entrance

Exam

CLAT / AILET / LSAT

▶
LLB

(3 or 5 Years)

From BCI-recognized university

▶
Enrolment with

State Bar Council

All India Bar Exam (AIBE)

▶
Practice /

LLM (Optional)

Specialization

Two Entry Pathways After 10+2

Feature 5-Year Integrated (BA LLB / BBA LLB) 3-Year LLB (After Graduation)

Eligibility After 10+2 After any Bachelor's degree

Duration 5 Years 3 Years

Popular Exams CLAT, AILET, LSAT-India DU LLB, BHU UET, SET

Top Institutes NLUs (NALSAR, NLSIU, WBNUJS) Delhi University, BHU, SLS Pune

All law programs must be recognized by the Bar Council of India (BCI) for practice eligibility.



Major Law Entrance Exams (2026)

CLAT
Common Law Admission Test
Conducted by: Consortium of NLUs
Frequency: Annual (Dec)  |  Mode: Offline MCQ
~2,800 seats in 22 NLUs

AILET
All India Law Entrance Test
Conducted by: NLU Delhi
Frequency: Annual (Dec)  |  Mode: Offline MCQ
~250+ seats at NLU Delhi

LSAT-India
Law School Admission Test
Conducted by: Pearson VUE
Frequency: Multiple sessions  |  Mode: Online Proctored
Accepted by 90+ law schools

SLAT
Symbiosis Law Admission Test
Conducted by: SIU Pune
Frequency: Annual (Dec)  |  Mode: Online MCQ
SLS Pune & Noida campuses

CLAT 2026 is the most important exam for National Law University admissions. It tests English, Current Affairs, Legal Reasoning,
Logical Reasoning, and Quantitative Techniques.



CLAT 2026 Exam Pattern

120
Total Questions

150
Total Marks

2 hrs
Duration

-0.25
Negative Marking

Subject-wise Breakdown
Subject No. of Questions Marks Weightage

English Language 22-26 22-26 ~20%

Current Affairs & General Knowledge 28-32 28-32 ~25%

Legal Reasoning 28-32 28-32 ~25%

Logical Reasoning 22-26 22-26 ~20%

Quantitative Techniques 10-14 10-14 ~10%

Tip: CLAT is a comprehension-based exam. Practice reading speed and analytical thinking daily.



Law Curriculum & Syllabus Overview

Years 1-2
(Foundation)

Law of Contracts
Constitutional Law
Legal Methods & Research
English & Communication
Sociology & Political Science
Law of Torts

Years 3-4
(Core Law)

Criminal Law (IPC, CrPC)
Law of Evidence
Family Law (Hindu & Muslim)
Property & Land Laws
Corporate & Company Law
Administrative Law

Year 5
(Advanced)

Civil Procedure Code
Alternative Dispute Resolution
Environmental Law
Intellectual Property Law
International Law
Clinical Legal Practice / Dissertation

Key Skills Developed:  Critical Thinking  |  Legal Research  |  Oral Advocacy  |  Drafting  |  Negotiation  |  Ethical Reasoning



Application & Admission Process

01
Register for Entrance Exam
Apply for CLAT / AILET / LSAT-India between Aug-Nov 2026

02
Prepare & Appear for Exam
Exam typically held in December 2026

03
Check Results & Cut-offs
Results announced Jan-Feb; check NLU-wise cut-offs

04
Counselling & Seat Allotment
CLAT counselling conducted by Consortium; choose NLUs by merit rank

05
Document Verification & Fee Payment
Submit 10+2 marksheets, category certificates, ID proof

06
Begin Your Law Degree!
Classes commence Aug-Sep 2026 at allotted university

Key Dates 2026: CLAT Registration: Aug 2026  |  Exam: Dec 2026  |  Results: Jan 2027  |  Counselling: Feb-Mar 2027



Internships & Practical Training

Where to Intern

Law Firms
Cyril Amarchand, Khaitan & Co, AZB Partners

Advocates / Senior Counsel
Work under practicing lawyers at courts

Corporate Legal Departments
In-house teams at companies like Tata, Reliance

NGOs & Public Interest
Legal aid organizations, human rights groups

Judiciary Chambers
Intern with sitting judges at High Courts / Supreme Court

Government Bodies
Ministries, AG office, Law Commission of India

Internship Tips

Start interning from 2nd year of law school
Try diverse areas before choosing specialization
Each internship typically lasts 2-4 weeks
Maintain a record of all internships for your CV
Network with professionals during internships
Request a certificate/letter of recommendation
Focus on research and drafting skills
Attend court proceedings during litigation internships

Moot Courts, Debates & Legal Aid Clinics are equally important for practical skill development.



Bar Council Registration & Licensing

All India Bar Examination (AIBE)

After completing your LLB, you must pass the AIBE conducted by the Bar Council of India to receive a 'Certificate of Practice' and start
practicing as an advocate in any court across India.

Steps to Become a Practicing Advocate

1 Complete LLB degree from a BCI-recognized university

2 Apply to your State Bar Council for provisional enrolment

3 Clear the All India Bar Examination (AIBE)

4 Receive Certificate of Practice — you are now an Advocate!

AIBE Exam Details

Conducted By: Bar Council of India    |    Format: 100 MCQs, Open Book, 3 hrs 30 min    |    Passing: General 40% | SC/ST 35%



Salary & Earning Potential

Career Path Starting Salary Mid-Level (5-10 yrs) Senior Level (15+ yrs)

Litigation (Independent) 1.5 - 4 LPA 6 - 20 LPA 25 - 1 Cr+

Corporate Law Firms 8 - 18 LPA 20 - 60 LPA 1 - 5 Cr+

In-House Counsel 5 - 12 LPA 15 - 40 LPA 50 LPA - 2 Cr

Government / Judiciary 6 - 10 LPA 12 - 25 LPA 25 - 50 LPA

Legal Academia 4 - 8 LPA 10 - 20 LPA 20 - 40 LPA

Key InsightsCorporate law offers the highest starting pay

Litigation grows exponentially with reputation

Top partners at Tier-1 firms earn 5-10 Cr+

Judicial officers get pension & housing benefits



Career Growth & Opportunities

Litigation
Practice at District Courts, High Courts, Supreme

Court. Build reputation through cases.

Corporate Law
Join top firms like CAM, Khaitan, AZB. Handle

M&A, PE, compliance work.

Judiciary
Clear PCS Judicial exam to become Civil Judge.

Rise to High Court / Supreme Court.

Legal Academia
Teach at law universities. Pursue LLM + PhD for

professor roles.

International Law
Work with UN, WTO, international arbitration

bodies. Global exposure.

Legal Journalism
Write for legal publications, blogs, and policy

research organizations.

Typical Career Progression (Litigation)

Junior Advocate
(0-3 yrs) ▶ Independent

Practice (3-7 yrs) ▶ Senior Advocate
(7-15 yrs) ▶ High Court /

Supreme Court (15+)



Success Tips for Aspiring Lawyers

01
Build Strong Reading Habits

Read newspapers, judgments, and legal commentaries daily
02

Master Legal Writing

Clear, precise writing is a lawyer's most powerful tool

03
Participate in Moot Courts

Develops advocacy, research, and confidence
04

Network Early & Often

Connect with seniors, alumni, and bar associations

05
Stay Updated on Current Affairs

Legal issues are tied to politics, economy, and society
06

Develop Thick Skin

Rejection and long hours are part of the journey

07
Learn Technology

Legal tech, AI tools, and e-filing are the future
08

Maintain Ethics & Integrity

Your reputation is your most valuable asset

“Be sure to put your feet in the right place, and then stand firm.”
– Abraham Lincoln 



Frequently Asked Questions

Q1. Is maths required for studying law?

No. Students from any stream (Science, Commerce, Arts) can pursue law. CLAT has a small Quant section, but basic maths is sufficient.

Q2. Can I become a lawyer through distance education?

The Bar Council of India does not recognize distance-mode LLB programs. You must attend a regular, BCI-approved program.

Q3. What is the difference between an Advocate and a Lawyer?

All advocates are lawyers, but not all lawyers are advocates. An 'advocate' is specifically enrolled with a Bar Council and can appear in court.

Q4. How many years does it take to become a lawyer?

Minimum 5 years after 10+2 (5-year LLB) or 6 years (3-year LLB after graduation + AIBE). Total: 5-6 years of study.

Q5. Is it necessary to do LLM after LLB?

No, LLM is optional. It is recommended for those interested in academia, specialization, or international legal careers.



Recommended Books, Resources &
References

Recommended Books

CLAT Preparation

Legal Awareness by R.K. Gupta
Indian Constitution by D.D. Basu
Logical Reasoning by R.S. Aggarwal

LLB Core Subjects

Law of Contracts — Avtar Singh
Criminal Law — P.S.A. Pillai
Constitutional Law — M.P. Jain

Legal Reference

Black's Law Dictionary
Indian Penal Code (Bare Act)
Supreme Court Cases (SCC) Reports

Online Resources

clatconsortium.com — Official CLAT portal
barcouncilofindia.net — BCI regulations
indiankanoon.org — Free case law database
legislative.gov.in — Central legislation
scconline.com — Legal research platform
lawctopus.com — CLAT prep & resources
youtube.com — Free lectures & moot demos

Sources & References

Bar Council of India (barcouncilofindia.net)
CLAT Consortium (clatconsortium.com)
University Grants Commission (ugc.ac.in)
Ministry of Education, Govt. of India
National Law University official websites



Thank You
Your journey to justice begins with a single step.

Lawyer Career Guide — 2026 Edition

Prepared for Students & Career Guidance Sessions
Information sourced from BCI, CLAT Consortium, UGC & NLU websites

Data current as of 2026
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